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Indiana Humanities Council Gives Award to Orthodox 
Music Symposium 

 
 Bloomington, Indiana, 26 September 2010—The Indiana Humanities Council has 
awarded a Humanities Initiative Grant to the upcoming symposium on the musical traditions of 
the Orthodox churches at the Indiana University campus. 
 “We Knew Not if We Were in Heaven or on Earth: Music, Liturgy, and Beauty in 
Orthodox Christianity,” a joint presentation of All Saints Orthodox Church and the Early Music 
Institute of the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music, is the recipient of a $2,000 matching 
grant from the Indiana Humanities Council, in cooperation with the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 
 “We are very grateful to the Indiana Humanities Council for this award, and to the 
National Endowment for the Humanities for funding the program,” said Richard Barrett, cantor 
and choir director at All Saints. “Their support and recognition does a great to further the 
objectives of the symposium – namely, to inspire and cultivate, on a broad, interdisciplinary 
level, interest in the musical traditions of the Orthodox Churches.” 
 John Michael Boyer of the Orthodox vocal ensemble Cappella Romana, Dr. Alexander 
Khalil of University of California at San Diego, Dr. Kurt Sander of Northern Kentucky 
University, and Dr. Richard Toensing of University of Colorado at Boulder, will participate in 
this event. Each will present a lecture recital, and the day will conclude with a panel discussion 
involving all four of them. It will take place in Sweeney Hall, room 015 of the Simon Music 
Center building, from 8:30am-2:30pm on Saturday, 16 October. It is the first event of an 
intended series of educational events focused on the music of Orthodox Christianity. 
 “We are thrilled to be able to bring these four pillars of the Orthodox musical world 
under the same roof for the day,” said Barrett. “John, Dr. Khalil, Dr. Sander, and Dr. Toensing 
represent a wide range of expertise, both in terms of their respective fields and their heritage. It is 
our intent that there will be something for everybody in the greater Bloomington community in 
this presentation.”  
 In addition to the support from the Indiana Humanities Council, the symposium has been 
made possible by co-sponsorship from several departments at Indiana University, community 
organizations in Bloomington, as well as other external sources. The Early Music Institute is 
hosting the event on the IU campus, and additional support has been provided by the IU 
Medieval Studies Institute, the IU Russian and East European Institute, the IU Center for West 
European Studies, the IU Center for Middle East Studies, the IU Department of Folklore and 
Ethnomusicology, Bloomingfoods Market and Deli, the National Forum of Greek Orthodox 
Church Musicians, and the Department of Sacred Music of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America. “We have been amazed by the outpouring of enthusiasm for this 
event from all corners,” said Barrett. 



 John Michael Boyer is Protopsaltis of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco. 
Boyer is also Protopsaltis and Director of Liturgy for Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church in 
Sacramento, CA, principal singer and arranger for Cappella Romana, and Director of the St. John 
Koukouzelis Institute for Liturgical Arts. Mr. Boyer previously gave a weekend workshop on 
Byzantine chant at All Saints Orthodox Church in January of this year. 
 Alexander Khalil, PhD, is psaltis at St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church in San Diego, 
CA, having been trained by Ioannis Mestakides, head chanter of the church of the Holy 
Sepulcher, Jerusalem. His doctoral dissertation explores the aural aspects of the chant tradition of 
the last remaining chanters of the church of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople in 
Istanbul, Turkey. Dr. Khalil has also spent significant time studying language and performance 
practices in China, Japan, and Indonesia. He has contributed as a cantor to recent efforts of both 
Cappella Romana and the Mount Lebanon Choir, and has taught at workshops for the 
Koukouzelis Institute. 
 Kurt Sander, DM, is Associate Professor and Department Chair at Northern Kentucky 
University. Dr. Sander is a composer of many liturgical works in the traditional Slavic style, and 
his research interests include the history and aesthetics of Orthodox liturgical music, the cross 
disciplinary relationships between theology and Orthodox iconography with music composition, 
and the work of Estonian composer Arvo Pärt. 
 Richard Toensing, DM, is Professor Emeritus at University of Colorado at Boulder. As a 
composer, Dr. Toensing has received many distinguished honors for his work, having been a 
Guggenheim Fellow and a recipient of a commission from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Dr. Toensing’s composition Kontakion for the Nativity of Christ, as well as his cycle of 
Orthodox Christmas carols, were recently recorded and performed by Cappella Romana. 

For additional information on All Saints Orthodox Church 
(http://www.allsaintsbloomington.org), contact Fr. Peter, Dn. Lawrence Baldwin, or Jeff Weber. 
For additional information on the Indiana Humanities Council, visit 
http://www.indianahumanities.org. For additional information on John Michael Boyer, visit 
http://www.koukouzelis.org. For additional information on Dr. Alexander Khalil, visit 
http://www.centerforworldmusic.org. For additional information on Dr. Kurt Sander, visit 
http://www.nku.edu/~sanderk/index.html. For additional information on Dr. Richard Toensing, 
visit http://www.richardtoensing.com. For additional information on Cappella Romana, visit 
http://www.cappellaromana.org.   

About All Saints Orthodox Church: All Saints is a parish of the Self-Ruled Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, the Most Reverend PHILIP Saliba, 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America, primate. It is part of the 
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest, the Very Reverend MARK Maymon, bishop. All Saints has 
an evangelistic outlook and welcomes all those of any heritage who are searching for the ancient 
faith of the holy apostles. It is a pan-Orthodox community, with worshipers including (but not 
exclusive to) people of American, Greek, Russian, Ukrainian, Lebanese, Serbian, Romanian, and 
Palestinian descent. 
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